
Book resources
to help students

WESTERN
Australia’s
Magabala 
Books has
developed
teaching

resources about Indigenous
books for secondary students.

The resources are the result
of Magabala’s partnership with
Reading Australia, which
provided a $51,200 grant for the
project.

Magabala Books publisher
Rachel Bin Salleh said the
development of eight new
resources for high school
students was a result of the
success of resources for
younger readers, released
last year.

“Reading Australia do such a
good job,” she told the Koori
Mail. “We got more funding to
develop the resources for older
resources. 

“Picture books are great for
younger readers and are a
wealth of information, but for
older readers it is harder 
for teachers to access
resources by and about
Indigenous people and hard to
know how to teach classes
about them.

“The resources for primary
school students were so well-
received we wanted to extend
for older students.”

Ms Bin Salleh said creating
these resources is important for
the development of reading
skills in high school students.

“From both an educational
and a cultural perspective, this
project is really important,” she
said.

“It’s important to make sure
children are well-equipped for
reading. It’s also important for
Indigenous youth to see
themselves reflected in their
reading material.”

Book list
The books that will have

resources developed for them
are Jane Harrison’s Becoming
Kirrali Lewis, Bruce Pascoe’s
Dark Emu, Sue McPherson’s
Grace Beside Me, Banjo
Woorunmurra and Howard
Pederson’s Jandamarra and the

Bunuba Resistance, Ali Cobby
Eckermann’s Ruby Moonlight,
Jared Thomas’s Songs About
Blood, Brenton E McKenna’s
Ubby’s Underdogs: Heroes
Beginnings and David Spillman
and Lisa Wilyuka’s Us Mob
Walwurru. 

“We’ve chosen these books
specifically, as part of an effort
to connect young adult readers
with Indigenous content by
Indigenous people,” Ms Bin
Salleh said.

“We are committed to
making sure Indigenous 
reading resources are available
for all ages. Young adult books
are an extremely important 
part of that.”

The new resources cover Bruce Pascoe’s Dark Emu and Jane
Harrison’s Becoming Kirrali Lewis.
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