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Alex Miller left England for Aus-
tralia as a teenager. He worked as
a stockman. It’s hard to imagine
he would have thought that 65
years later he’d be the thorn
sitting between two roses. 

Literary roses, that is, as Miller,
like Michelle de Kretser and Sofie
Laguna, is one of nine Miles
Franklin Literary Award winners
releasing new novels in a remark-
able conclusion to the Australian
publishing year.

Miller, 80, has two Miles
Franklins to his name. His new
novel, The Passage of Love, is one
he has been trying to write for 30
years. It touches on his late devel-
opment as a writer and his first
marriage in the early 1960s. 

The person who convinced

him to finish it is his second wife,
Stephanie, to whom it is dedicat-
ed. “Everyone needs a Steph.
She’s my first editor,’’ Miller said
yesterday. 

“I dream of her coming down
the stairs with my new book in her
hands and tears in her eyes. It has
happened once!” 

Miller’s novel is due in Nov-
ember its publication will be sand-
wiched between those from
writers who have won the Miles
before and since he did. 

Sydney-based de Kretser, who
won in 2013 for Questions of Trav-
el, has The Life to Come due in
October. An episodic work set in
Sydney, Paris and Sri Lanka, she
promises it is different to her pre-
vious books, except it will include
a dog. “One day I will astonish you
with a ferret,’’ she said.

De Kretser said she was proud
to be publishing at the same time

as other Miles winners. “I think
it’s wonderful. It shows the
strength and depth of Australian
literature.’’

Melbourne writer Sofie La-
guna won the Miles in 2015 for
The Eye of the Sheep. Her follow-
up, The Choke, due in September,
centres on a girl forced to navigate

the world of male violence.
Laguna admitted she suffered

post-Miles nerves, worried she
could not repeat the performance,
until the characters and the story

took over and she “went into an-
other world” and “wrote fast”. “So
it was a pleasure then, after
months of torture,’’ she said.

The Miles pack is led by dual
winner Kim Scott, who published
Taboo this week. The multiple
winners who preceded Miller are
Peter Carey, who won the first of
three for Bliss in 1981, and Tom
Keneally, who won the first of two
for Bring Larks and Heroes in 1967.

Carey’s new novel, A Long
Way from Home, will be published
in October, while Keneally is fin-
ishing a novel centred on the
42,000-year-old Mungo Man. 

Other Miles winners due to
publish in coming months include
the incumbent, AS Patric, with At-
lantic Black, Roger McDonald
with Sea-Change and Steven Car-
roll with A New England Affair, a
continuation of his fictional work
about TS Eliot. 

In contrast, the five writers
shortlisted for this year’s Miles are
there for the first time: Emily Ma-
guire (An Isolated Incident), Mark
O’Flynn (The Last Days of Ava
Langdon). Ryan O’Neill (Their
Brilliant Careers), Philip Salom
(Waiting) and Josephine Wilson
(Extinctions). 

The winner will be announced
on September 7.

The surge in Miles winners
publishing this year doesn’t guar-
antee one of them will win next
year. Literary awards are full of
surprises, as Tasmanian writer
Richard Flanagan knows, having
been short-listed for the Miles five
times without success. 

His new novel, First Person,
will be out in October. Flanagan
won the Man Booker Prize for his
previous novel, A Narrow Road to
the Deep North, but it missed out
on the Miles. 
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ALEX MILLER 
DUAL MILES FRANKLIN WINNER
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RENEE NOWYTARGER

Triple treat: Miles Franklin Literary Award winners Sofie Laguna, Alex Miller and Michelle de Kretser all have new novels due for publication
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