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The Accessible Books Consortium (ABC)
This summary has been produced as an introduction for publishers and other rights holders that are unfamiliar with the Accessible Books Consortium (ABC) and ABC Book Service (formerly known as the “TIGAR” Service) and are being asked to provide permissions to enable the distribution of accessible versions of books to people who are blind, visually impaired or print disabled. 
The ABC is an alliance led by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and involves advocacy organizations, authors, libraries for the blind, publishers and standards bodies. Partners include the World Blind Union, the DAISY Consortium, the International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment, the Perkins School for the Blind, Sightsavers, the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, the International Publishers Association, the International Federation of Reproduction Rights Organizations and the International Authors Forum. 

The aim of the Accessible Books Consortium (ABC) is to increase the number of books worldwide in accessible formats (e.g. Braille and DAISY) and to make them available to people who are blind, visually impaired or otherwise print disabled. ABC has three primary activities:

The ABC Book Service 
A global library catalogue of books in accessible formats that enables libraries serving the print disabled to share items in their collections across national borders. The service is a practical tool to support the cross-border provisions of the Marrakesh VIP Treaty.

Inclusive Publishing 
Promotion of accessible book production techniques within the commercial publishing industry so that e-books are usable by both sighted people and those with print disabilities.  

Capacity Building
Training and technical assistance in developing countries for local NGOs, government departments, and commercial publishers who want to produce and distribute their books in accessible formats.  

The ABC Book Service

The ABC Book Service is a global library catalogue of books in accessible formats. These books in accessible formats have been produced legitimately by libraries for the blind, or “Authorized Entities” (AEs), using national copyright exceptions or licenses. AEs can search the catalogue for accessible books that they do not have in their own catalogues and obtain digital files for them from AEs in other countries in a controlled and transparent manner. These accessible books may then only be distributed to people with print disabilities.
The ABC Book Service copyright solution requires permissions to be granted by rights holders to allow this cross-border exchange of electronic files for accessible versions of their titles. Such permissions will be required until the Marrakesh VIP Treaty (http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/marrakesh/) is widely implemented, at which time permission clearance will no longer be required. The ABC Book Service, however, will still continue to provide the most effective technology and service for secure and transparent file exchange amongst AEs in different countries.
The ABC Book Service is significantly widening the choice of accessible versions of books available to people with print disabilities in each participating country. As at August 2016, there were over 316,000 accessible versions in the ABC Book Service global catalogue including over 55 languages. Nineteen AEs (listed below) in sixteen countries are participating in the service and over 79,000 people with print disabilities have already borrowed accessible books made available through the service. Sharing these accessible versions across national borders creates a virtual global library in each country that could not be afforded or achieved otherwise, thereby significantly increasing the number and choice of books available to people with print disabilities.
Cross-border transfer of accessible books until the Marrakesh Treaty is effectively implemented
Until the Marrakesh VIP Treaty is widely implemented, the ABC Book Service will use the following copyright solution for the cross-border exchange of accessible versions of copyrighted books. Rights for the service are granted by a rights holder to WIPO. WIPO then grants these rights to AEs participating in the service.
A rights holder can grant rights in two ways:
1. Repertoire Agreement

By signing a ‘repertoire’ agreement with WIPO that allows existing accessible versions of all of its titles to be exchanged amongst all AEs that use the ABC Book Service. This removes the need for rights holders to process regular requests for individual titles and helps AEs know which titles they can obtain quickly. 
2. Title-specific rights granted using standard ABC Book Service Terms and Conditions

By sending a simple email to WIPO granting rights for specified titles including details of any limitations to the rights granted for each title, e.g. country or territory restrictions. The email should state that rights are granted according to WIPO’s standard ‘TIGAR
 Service Terms and Conditions for Rights holders’. Rights are requested by default on a global basis.
Permission requests are made by ABC ‘Permissions Clearance Coordinators’ (PCCs). Once received, rights details are coded into the ABC Book Service system and access to digital files is controlled accordingly. When a rights holder cannot grant permissions for specific territories, the PCC will then seek permissions from the relevant rights holder in those territories. 
Rights granted are renewed automatically on an annual basis unless terminated by WIPO or the rights holder with three months’ notice.
Both the ‘repertoire’ agreement and the ‘TIGAR Service Terms and Conditions for Rights holders’ require WIPO to have an agreement with every Authorized Entity that uses the ABC Book Service. This agreement sets out the conditions under which the rights granted by the rights holder can be used.
Rights may be granted by publishers, authors or other rights holders. They may also be granted by Reproduction Rights Organizations (RROs) which have been given a mandate by their members to act on their behalf. RROs can be an extremely efficient and effective solution for rights holders but their role will depend on arrangements in each country.

As the Marrakesh VIP Treaty is implemented in different countries, the ABC Book Service will be updated to reflect this and manage the transition period when some countries have implemented it and others have not.

Please contact one of our Permission Clearance Coordinator’s, Helen Turner or Sarah Hewitt, or Jim Russell, ABC Management Team, for assistance in deciding the best approach for your organization.
Helen Turner, tigarpermissions@wipo.int, +44 (0)1491 873668

Sarah Hewitt, tigarpermissions@wipo.int,  +44 (0)1788 575609

Jim Russell, jim.russell@rpm-associates.co.uk, +44 (0)1454 415410

Participating Authorized Entities
As at August 2016 the following AEs (in alphabetical order) are participating in the ABC Book Service. This list will continue to grow.

1. Australia: a. VisAbility and b. Vision Australia
2. Bangladesh: YPSA
3. Brazil: Dorina Nowill Foundation
4. Canada: Canadian National Institute for the Blind
5. Denmark: Nota
6. Finland: Celia
7. France: Association Valentin Haüy
8. Iceland: HBS (Icelandic Talking Book Library)
9. Ireland: National Council for the Blind of Ireland
10. Netherlands: Dedicon
11. New Zealand: Blind Foundation
12. Norway: Norwegian Library of Talking Books and Braille
13. South Africa: South African Library for the Blind
14. Sweden: MTM (Swedish Agency for Accessible Media)
15. Switzerland: a. Association pour le Bien des Aveugles et malvoyant; b. Swiss Library for the Blind, Visually Impaired and Print Disabled; and c. Bibliothèque Sonore Romande
16. United States: Library of Congress National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
� TIGAR was the previous name for the ABC Book Service. It has not yet been replaced in some key documents including ABC Book Service agreements with rights holders.
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